
Dear Readers,
I strongly believe that it is history and the synthesis of opinions which
make the world spin. It is the amalgamation of the two that builds the
products and services we consume; shapes the media headlines we read
and sculpts the art we love. 

Instead of sitting back as mute spectators and watching the sands of
time sift through our fingers, I suppose, by the means of our opinions
we all can be an active part of it. After all, it is our opinions that
define us, they are the embodiment of what we believe in, what we are.
Ones that can only come from a place of being informed, about the
world we live in, and the one our predecessors lived in. 

With this issue we seek to inform you, in a way that you can construct
a part of your own-self. The articles range from the metamorphosis of
a corset into the empowering symbol it now is, to an insight into the
lesser-known reason of the hostility between Iran and the United
States.You will also find a unique view into the history of nationalism
in India, the kind you may otherwise find monotonous in your
textbooks, as we unravel how society has notably shaped art. 
We hope you are able to gain insight into the workings of the world
and form your own opinion, through this lens that we present to you,
devoid of bias and coloured with curiosity.

Before you dive into the rich world of history and politics, I would like
to make it clear that the views put forth by the writers are their own
and are not in any way affiliated with the publication.

Happy reading!
Priyal Mittal
Editor-in-Chief

“The ignorant man is not free, because what confronts him is an alien world, on which he depends. The
impulse of curiosity, the pressure for knowledge, comes only from the struggle to cancel this situation of

unfreedom and to make the world one's own in one's ideas and thought.”-Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel
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The United States of America, the world’s biggest capitalist country has had a rich history of
commercially fuelled hostilities. One such point of friction was the commercial interests of the US
in Iran.
The USA has historically controlled Iranian petroleum reserves for decades and benefitted greatly
from its monetary gains until 1953 when Prime Minister Mohammed Mosaddegh declared Iranian
intentions of nationalizing the oil industry, which in turn threatened US interests. Thus, in 1953 the
CIA and British Intelligence orchestrated a coup against him and put Shah Mohammed Reza
Pahlavi in power. The Shah was a great US ally and was publicly hated for the same. His
unpopularity reached its peak in 1979 when he was deposed and forced to leave the country with
his family under the pretext of a ‘vacation’. Thus, began the Iranian Revolution, and by March
1979 religious leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, replacing the Shah, took power and
established a new Islamic Republic government. 
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Meanwhile, Iran’s former Prime Minister was diagnosed with cancer and went to the US under the
Carter administration to receive treatment. This angered the Iranian revolutionaries who resented
US involvement in Iranian matters and demanded the Shah be 
returned to Iran to be tried for the crimes he committed when in power. 
Non-acceptance of this demand by the United States resulted in Iranian
protesters attacking the US Embassy in Tehran on November 4th, 1979,
and taking 66 people hostage. Over a period, 14 of these were released 
for several reasons but the remaining 52 were kept in humiliating 
conditions for the next 444 days. There were no homicides, but the 
embassy employers and other diplomats were 
subjected to tortures like being hung over 
elevator shafts and paraded for mock executions, 
etc. in their 14 months of captivity. Although 
President Jimmy Carter endeavoured to free 
his citizens through economic sanctions,
negotiations, and military operations, none 
were successful, and his inadequacy resulted in 
him losing his Presidency in 1981 to Ronald 
Reagan. After intense negotiations, the 
hostages were released in 1981 on January 
20th when President Ronald Reagan took his 
oath of office. 
This crisis has left behind a legacy of mistrust and
animosity between the nations of Iran and the US, 
the aftershocks of which reverberate even today,after decades. 

-Chitrangada Tiwari (Class 12)

TRIVENI

A HISTORY OF HOSTILITIES
The reality behind strained Iran-U.S. relations



FREEBIES:
PROSPERITY OR PROPAGANDA?
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In India, freebies have long been used as a tool of political propaganda. From providing free
electricity, water, and healthcare to promising free laptops and smartphones, politicians have been
using these giveaways to win the popular vote. By providing these benefits, politicians create a sense
of goodwill among the public. However, as their popularity has grown in politics, so have the
criticisms. 
As the use of freebies as tools of propaganda is developing, some argue that such giveaways create a
culture of entitlement among the masses, who come to expect handouts from the government
without making any effort to improve their own lives. Moreover, freebies aren't exactly "free" -
someone's paying for it, namely the taxpayer, therefore, putting a strain on the country's finances
and being detrimental to economic growth. This implies that the money that could have been spent
on improving infrastructure, education, and healthcare is diverted towards funding freebies that
may not have any lasting impact on the lives of
the people. Another issue with the use of freebies
is that they are often not sustainable. As the old saying goes,“If you give
a man a fish, you feed him for a day. If you teach
a man to fish, you feed him for a lifetime.”
Similarly, distributing free laptops or smart-
phones may provide temporary relief to students, 
but it may not address the underlying problems
of the education system, such as the lack of
quality teachers and infrastructure.
Furthermore, it may encourage corruption and
misuse of public funds, as politicians and bureaucrats seek to profit from the distribution of these
goods and services. This also gives rise to the question whether freebies are same as welfare plans
and even though there are no watertight categories differentiating them, economists often
distinguish between "merit goods" - such as healthcare and education, where public benefit exceeds
the individual benefit - and "non-merit" goods. But such distinctions are not easy to decide.
Distributing bicycles - as some state government and political parties have done - may seem like an
election stunt. But for millions of young girls living in India's vast rural hinterland, where public
transport is a huge problem, it could be a means of attending school or college. In fact many crucial
welfare schemes actually started out as so-called freebies.
For instance, a Tamil Nadu government scheme to provide free midday meals to children in
government schools was expanded to other states and later, nationally, after it was found to
improve enrolment and attendance.
In conclusion freebies and social welfare schemes that subsidise the populace are a universal
phenomenon. While genuine welfare schemes need to find a place in the election manifestos,
reckless freebies can bankrupt the states and the country. What is essential is a balance between
these, as well as fiscal prudence.  Only then can India achieve long-term prosperity and welfare for
its citizens.

-Mahika Arya (Class 12)



TRIVENI
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SWEET KISS OF DEATH
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THE DINNER PARTY
THE ART OF FEMINISM

The Dinner Party is one of the most remarkable artworks that contributed to the second
wave of the feminist movement, created by Judy Chicago in the 1970s. It is a massive
triangular table—measuring 48 feet on each side—with thirty-nine place settings dedicated
to prominent women throughout history and an additional 999 names are inscribed on the
table’s glazed porcelain brick base. Among  those immortalized with ceramic plates are 
ancient Greek poet Sappho, Benedictine abbess Bingen, astronomer Caroline Herschel, 
women’s rights activist Susan 
B. Anthony, and painter
Georgia O’Keeffe.
A celebration of female 
accomplishment,the Dinner
Party operates on multiple 
levels. Along with being an 
ode to the unsung women in 
the pantheon of history, it 
argues for the importance of 
traditionally feminine artistic 
practices that were previously 
disregarded. 
 The Dinner Party is most
notable for its reclaiming of 
the feminine body.
Celebrating a woman’s
strength and beauty with a sense of pride for her body. In contrast to the overwhelming male
predominance in the society, it acknowledges feminine eroticism and fertility. 
The piece was first exhibited at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art in 1979, and was
met with both wild enthusiasm for asserting female “herstory”, and also vigorous backlash
for its supposedly pornographic imagery. However, this art piece continues to stand the test
of time and is more prevalent today than ever as the feminist movements peak. Judy
Chicago wrote, “The Dinner Party is intended as a symbol of women’s history. As such, it
merely suggests the thousands of untold stories and unsung heroines who deserve attention,
honour, and a place at the table.” And it is these very stories that
 stand as a hallmark in the history of gender equality. 

-Ishaani Bhatia (Class 12)



ACROSS 
2. Former PM of a south Asian country, currently in a lawsuit
due to corruption accusations
5. “Ukraine Sets World Safety Standard"- a rhetoric to one of the
worst nuclear disasters in history
6. Founder of the Indian National Congress
8. The infamous wall was known as the "Anti-Fascist Protective
Wall". "Checkpoint Charlie" was the name given to this popular
crossing between East and West Berlin. 
10. The movie recently banned by the West Bengal government.
11. Which infamous prison was stormed on July 14th, 1789 in
Paris, France?

CROSSWORDCROSSWORD  

A R T  E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

PRISHA KEJRIWAL

CREDITS

DOWN
1. Majority party in
Karnataka after latest
elections
3. The movie based on the
mission to assassinate Hitler
4. The United States bought
Alaska from this country
5. Recently coronated
monarch
7. “At the stroke of the
midnight hour, when the
world sleeps, India will awake
to life and freedom.” The
famous lines were said by-?
9. The name 'India' originates
from?

 

E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

PRIYAL MITTAL

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

MS. GITANJALI BHATIA
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MR. CHINMOY GOSWAMI

MS.SHALINI DURGA
 

T E A C H E R - I N - C H A R G E

RIDHVI GARG
AARISHA JAIN

I L L U S T R A T O R S

NAIJA MEHRA
S E N I O R  E D I T O R
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